Hong Kong, February 19th, 2000 (Saturday)

Hi Gavin

It was good to get your telephone call and to have a chat with you. Glad everything is going OK. I’ve changed the envelope address but am not sure if it is completely accurate. Still, it will get to you, I guess. After I had sealed the last letter I realized that the text could be seen through the envelope. I was writing about NATO so I wonder what people who handle the letter may think I am writing about.

Still not a lot to write about. Almost nothing written in my diary (which is supposed to be as a help for writing letters). As I said on the ‘phone, I had diarrhea last night. Went to the toilet about 10 times all together. I don’t know what caused it. I have had several bouts with diarrhea this year! Will see what effect it has on my run when I go in a few minutes. Last week’s run was OK but not excellent. Took 20 min more than last year (which I remember was very fast) but only 6 min more that the year before. My back still will not let me run easily.

Nadine arrived back from Switzerland last Sunday afternoon. She too was sick. She, and some others, missed a day of skiing because of what was probably mild food poisoning. Apparently they were all complaining about the food – they had different caterers than last year. School began on Monday but she didn’t go as she was ill again. Back to school on Tuesday. She played a netball game against another ESF school winning 21-0. She has Dr Lofthouse for one of her science classes this team. He mentioned to her that he still remembers you and also Leonie.

Heard on the news last night that they are going to build a cable car system from the airport to the top of Lantau Island somewhere near the giant Buddha statue. They expect a roaring trade. Also saw a crash landing on a UN Hercules at Darwin airport. The plane, with 31 people on board was flying to Australia from East Timor. The wheels would not go down. The landing was so smooth with the plane coming in very slowly and horizontally so that the whole belly scraped along the concrete. Lots of sparks from the back but that was all. Nobody injured. It was probably easier because of the wings being at the top of the ‘plane though I have heard that with the Hercules that also offers lees protection to people inside.

In Hong Kong, the government will bring out its annual budget next week. It is highly possible that a GST (Goods and Services tax) will be introduced as the government is trying to find new ways to raise revenue. There has been a lot of ‘softening’ up to the idea in the past few weeks though most people are against it being introduced at the moment. And the legislative council voted against a motion of support for GST. There was a big explosion at a garage in Yuen Long last week. Four killed and the other 3 injured. It occurred with welding. A gas pipe to an oxy-acetylene welding machine had a hole in it and the gas was ignited from a worker’s welding torch. Apparently these pipes fray quite easily and need regular inspection – not something that is done often in HK it seems. The government then stepped in and carried out about 1300 inspections; only about 1/3 were operating the welding equipment safely!

There has been another gangland slaying in Macau – the first since the handover. 

Have been following the US primary elections – difficult to avoid when reading Newsweek magazine! The primary in South Carolina is on Tuesday and the polls suggest that Bush and McCain are about level. 

Monday

Well, I should not have gone for the run on Saturday. It started off OK, being only 1 minute behind last year’s time after 30 minutes. But after 1 hour I had lost 6 minutes and was feeling very weak. Soon after, I had to stop running and walk and come back a shorter way. My legs were OK – I just was so weak it was difficult. Even walking downhill was not easy! 

The first race of the America’s Cup finals was held yesterday. Postponed from Saturday when there was no wind. Team NZ beat the Italian team and so lead 1-0 in the 9-race competition. This is the first time no US boat has been in the finals – all US teams were knocked out in the challenger competition. 

You asked me on Saturday if I had heard of the Clash. Well I came across their name when I was reading an article in Newsweek yesterday. The article was about Bono (from the group U2) who has spent a year using his celebrity status to persuade world leaders to forgive the financial debts of the world’s poorest nations. 

The HK marathon was held yesterday. First 2 places in the men’s competition were Kenyans. Warm and very humid so times were slow. The weather also caused heavy fog in the harbour with visibility down to 200 metres at times. There were two collisions (one involving two catamaran ferries) though no-one was seriously injured.

Nadine says she will write a letter to you sometime to tell you about her trip to Switzerland. I hope she gets around to doing so.

I guess that’s about it for now.  Not too bad seeing that I though there would be little to write about. 

‘Till the next time. Cheers.

Dad
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